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REGIONAL ACLU AFFILIATES EXPRESS DEEP 
CONCERNS OVER THE CIVIL LIBERTIES 

RAMIFICATIONS OF RANDOM METRO SEARCHES 
 

 
The American Civil Liberties Union Affiliates in the National Capital Area region, 
including the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia, have sent a letter to the 
Board of the Washington Area Metropolitan Transit Authority and the interim General 
Manager to address serious concerns about the constraining effects that the planned 
random metro searches may have on civil liberties. 
 
The ACLU urges that invasive actions, such as these planned searches, must be carefully 
weighed against the burden placed on citizens who use the system. “Random searches on 
our regional public transit systems, which accommodate millions of passengers annually, 
will whittle away the rights of those citizens while giving only the illusion of safety and 
none of its worth. When the illusion is measured against the invasion of privacy and 
intrusion into the daily lives of those that depend on the systems, the costs to individual 
liberty seem to far outweigh what deterring or preventive effect -if any at all- the searches 
may have on terrorism,” stated the affiliates.  
 
The affiliates also stressed that Constitutional doctrine supports the well-established rule 
that individuals may not be searched in public places absent suspicion.  Despite one 
exception to this general rule, the police are not permitted to use such searches for 
general crime control. Although the ACLU affiliates support WMATA’s actions in 
promoting the safety of the general public, they believe that the recent increased police 
presence may be of better use patrolling the public transit systems than going through the 
personal property of countless innocent individuals. A copy of the letter is annexed. 
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