
NARFE Convention Adds D.C. Statehood to NARFE's Legislative Agenda 

NARFE is a nationwide organization of Federal employees and retirees headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia. The District of Columbia Federation 
of NARFE originally adopted the following resolution endorsing statehood in March 2009.  The resolution urges the Mayor and Council of the 
District of Columbia to again petition Congress for make D.C. a state and urges NARFE to add D.C. statehood to its national legislative agenda. 
Last year the D.C. Federation referred the resolution to NARFE's national office to be put on the agenda for consideration at the 2010 convention in 
Grand Rapids. 
 
Over 6,000 delegates from all over the United States attended the 31st NARFE Convention in Grand Rapids. NARFE had previously supported the 
D.C. voting rights bill. The Convention's September 1 approval of the resolution is the first time in recent times that D.C. statehood has been 
seriously discussed and endorsed by thousands of delegates from all over the country at the convention of a national organization. 
 
According to the U.S. Office of Personnel Management, in 2008 there were over 43,000 Federal annuitants and 132,000 Federal employees in the 
District of Columbia. 
_________________________ 
31st National Convention 
2010 Resolution 
 

Resolution No. 10-46 
 
SUBJECT: Create a State for the People of the District of Columbia 
WHEREAS: This Nation is founded on the belief that all people are endowed 
with certain inalienable rights and that to secure these rights, governments are 
instituted deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; and 
WHEREAS: the United States is the formal union of states formed by their 
people and to have the full rights of self-government, one must be a citizen of a 
State; and 
WHEREAS: Statehood only requires a simple majority vote in each house of 
Congress and the President’s signature and is the only form of self-government 
that Congress cannot amend or take away; and 
WHEREAS: the District of Columbia is the only part of the United States that 
was part of the original thirteen colonies, whose residents fought in the American 
Revolution and helped form the Union but then lost their right to selfgovernment 
209 years ago, thirty three years longer than the thirteen colonies 
were British colonies; and 
WHEREAS: this blight on America’s democracy exists despite the fact that the 
people of the District of Columbia pay more federal taxes per person than any 
State and have fought and died in each of America’s wars, and yet have no say
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in whether we will be so taxed or go to war; and
WHEREAS: no other Nation in the entire world denies the right of selfgovernment, 
including participation in its national legislature, to the residents of 
its capital and several international human rights organizations have found that 
the District’s lack of voting representation in Congress violates international law; 
and 
WHEREAS: the Constitution only sets a maximum size for the “Seat of the 
Government of the United States” otherwise known as the District of Columbia, 
and Congress, with the consent of the Commonwealth of Virginia and local 
residents, reduced the size of the District of Columbia in 1846 when it returned 
one-third of the District to Virginia; and 
WHEREAS: Congress in the 1973 District of Columbia Self Government and 
Government Reorganization Act (the “Home Rule Act”) has already carved out 
the federal core of the District, including the White House, Capitol, Supreme 
Court, Mall and monuments, as the National Capital Service Area and such area 
can constitutionally be the “Seat of the Government of the United States”; and 
WHEREAS: District voters have expressed their desire for statehood by voting 
in 1980 overwhelmingly to hold a statehood constitutional convention and 
elected delegates in 1982 to approve the convention’s Constitution for the State 
of New Columbia that was transmitted to Congress in 1983 with a petition for 
statehood, and since, 1990 to regularly elect a Statehood Representative and 
two Senators to promote Statehood for us; and 
WHEREAS: Statehood is the simplest and most constitutional way to make the 
people of the District of Columbia full citizens of the United States of America 
and is a matter of simple justice. 
BE IT RESOLVED: That the D.C. Federation of NARFE (D.C. Federation) urges 
the Mayor and Council of the District of Columbia to again petition Congress to 
designate the National Capital Service Area as the Seat of the Government of the 
United States and to use its powers under Article IV, Section 3 of the United 
States Constitution and admit the residential and commercial areas of the District 
of Columbia as the 51st State of the Union and that the D.C. Federation urges 
NARFE to add D.C. statehood to its national legislative agenda for the 111th 
Congress (2009-2010). 
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