
ACLU OF THE NATION’S CAPITAL SUMMER 2017 LAW CLERK ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The ACLU of the Nation’s Capital is the Washington, D.C. affiliate of the American Civil Liberties Union, a 

national nonprofit organization devoted to the protection of civil liberties and civil rights. Founded in 1961, the 

ACLU of the Nation’s Capital is one of the District’s premier public advocacy organizations, focusing on issues 

that arise within the District of Columbia in areas such as criminal law reform, racial justice, freedom of speech 

and religion, LGBT rights, gender equality, the rights of federal workers, and prisoner’s rights. We advance civil 

liberties through litigation, legislation and public education. To learn more about the work of the ACLU and the 

civil liberties principles we uphold, please visit www.aclu-nca.org and www.aclu.org. 

 

Job description and responsibilities 

 

The ACLU of the Nation’s Capital seeks law clerks to work full-time during Summer 2017. Law clerks gain a 

comprehensive, hands-on introduction to the legal work of one of the nation’s major advocacy organizations. 

Virtually all work involves civil liberties and constitutional law. Duties include:  

 

 Conducting legal and policy research;  

 Drafting of memoranda, pleadings, and motions; 

 Researching prospects for new litigation, including both factual and legal claims; 

 Assisting with non-litigation advocacy work, such as testimony before our local legislature; 

 Other projects as assigned.  

 

When possible, law clerks attend court proceedings, depositions, legislative hearings involving ACLU staff. 

 

Qualifications 

 

All law students who will have completed at least one year of law school by Summer 2017 are eligible to apply. 

We strongly encourage applications from 2Ls. We look for applicants who are committed to using their legal 

education to serve the public interest. Applicants should have an interest in civil liberties and civil rights, the 

ability to analyze complex legal issues, self-motivation, the ability to see projects through to completion, 

excellent research skills, and the ability to write in a clear and concise manner.   

 

To Apply 

 

Required application materials are as follows: (1) a cover letter explaining your interest in the position and 

relevant experience, (2) a resume, (3) the names and telephone numbers of two references, (4) your law school 

transcript, and (5) a writing sample, which should be practical rather than academic (documents analyzing a 

specific legal problem in the context of real or hypothetical litigation are preferable to law review articles) and not 

edited by others. Please email these materials, with each document attached as a separate file, to hr@aclu-nca.org 

with the subject line, “Summer 2017 Clerkship.” No calls, please. Incomplete applications will not be considered. 

Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis but all applications received by October 14 will be reviewed. 

 

The ACLU is an equal opportunity employer. We value a diverse workforce and an inclusive culture. The ACLU 

encourages applications from all qualified individuals without regard to race, color, religion, gender, sexual 

orientation, gender identity and expression, age, national origin, marital status, citizenship, disability, veteran 

status, or any other classification protected by the D.C. Human Rights Act or federal employment law. 

 

The ACLU of the Nation’s Capital comprises two separate corporate entities, the American Civil Liberties Union 

of the Nation’s Capital and the ACLU Foundation of the Nation’s Capital. Both the American Civil Liberties 

Union of the Nation’s Capital and the ACLU Foundation of the Nation’s Capital have the same overall mission, 

and share office space and employees. The ACLU has two separate corporate entities in order to do a broad 

range of work to protect civil liberties.  

mailto:hr@aclu-nca.org

